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Pursuant to its mission as an interdisciplinary hub of human migration-related research at KU, the 
Center for Migration Research (CMR) strives to provide support to the faculty’s scholarly endeavors. As 
part of these efforts, CMR is continuing its seed grant program. The main goal of the program is to 
enhance and expand migration-related research across disciplines and units at KU and to support 
creative interdisciplinary projects on their way to competing for external funding.  
 
Description  
The program provides funding for new research or new components of ongoing research related to 
human migration, broadly defined. Continuation or completion of existing projects and activities are not 
eligible for funding under this program. Interdisciplinary proposals are particularly encouraged. Award 
recipients are required to submit an external grant application within one year of award date.  
 
Allowable expenses are:  
• Pilot data collection and other exploratory research operation expenditures 
• Graduate assistant time  
• Travel to research site (but no conference travel)  
• Data and/or specialized software acquisition (not general supplies) 
 
Eligibility:  
Seed grants are open to all KU tenure-track and research faculty although the research team may also 
include faculty associates and members of community groups or other organizations. All applicants are 
encouraged to become CMR affiliates.  
 
Anticipated funding levels:  
CMR expects to award up to two seed grants in Fall 2017. There is no set limit for funding requests but 
it is generally expected that no single grant amount will exceed $5,000. Applicants are encouraged to 
seek additional support from other sources for larger projects. 
 
A complete proposal should include: 
1. Cover Sheet (form provided) 
2. Project narrative not to exceed 3 single-spaced pages, with one-inch margins and 12-point type 
(bibliography not included in page limits.) The narrative should include: 

• Concise and clear description of the project’s goals, methods, and activities; 
• A project timeline (not to exceed 12 months);  
• Names of funding agencies to which a subsequent application might be submitted, including 

specific programs and mechanisms through which that application might be funded and an 
approximate anticipated range of funding available from those agencies.  

3. The PI’s biosketch (up to 3 pages). The biosketch should highlight recent publications, grants, and 
other experience relevant to the proposed project.  
4.  An itemized budget and a justification detailing how the requested funds will be used (form 
provided). 



 
Submission: 
Proposals are due by September 29, 2017, 5pm. Each proposal should be emailed as a single PDF file 
named Fall2017CMRgrant_YourSurname.pdf with the four parts listed above to cmr_ipsr@ku.edu.  
 
Evaluation and Selection 
The proposals will be evaluated by the CMR Advisory Board based on the following criteria: 

• Scholarly significance and innovation of the proposed project 
• Clarity and relevance of the project’s goals, concepts and methodology 
• Feasibility of the proposed budget and time frame  
• Fit with the CMR research mission  
• Potential for external funding  

 
Applicants will be notified of the outcome of the review by October 31, 2017. The earliest starting date 
for funding is December 1, 2017. Awardees who plan to use human participants in their research are 
required to receive approval from HSC-L before starting their projects. However, an HSC-L approval is 
not required at the time of application submission. Awards are contingent on the availability of funds.  
 
Responsibilities of Award Recipients  
• Seed grant recipients are expected to present the results of their projects at a CMR colloquium;  
• Seed grant recipients are expected to submit a report summarizing the activities under the grant 

within one year of grant award start date;  
• Papers and publications resulting from a project supported by a CMR seed grant must acknowledge 

this support;  
• Recipients of the CMR seed grant must submit an external grant application within a year of the 

completion of the seed grant. It is expected that the total budget of an external application will 
substantially exceed the amount of the seed grant award. Awardees are encouraged to submit 
external applications related to their projects through the Institute for Policy and Social Research.  

 
Please direct all inquiries to CMR co-Director Victor Agadjanian at cmr_ipsr@ku.edu.  

 


